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FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 


London, 19th Oct. 1852. 
Dear Strn—The Lyceum opened last night witii a tremendous house, 
which, with the present prices, must have realized some £300—not a 
bad sugar plum to start with, eh? The first piece was such rubbish that 
the audience were put into so bad a humonr as to express disapproba- 
tion even at the wittiest burlesque that ever emanated from the pen 
:, : 





i 
of the wittiest writer of the age—Planche. Some practical feats of 
strength, in the last piece, by Roxby, sent the a ice home in a 
little better humour. 

The first piece at the Havmarket had to be changed last nicht from 
“ Money” to “ The Foundlings,” Webster not having returned from 


Paris, thoueh he was to have plaved in the for er piece. Suppose one 


c > , 4? ) . ae | 
of his comrpanv had been cuilty of the same thing. « Whvy.the im- 
ss " — ° 
mediate “ sac! wouid be 1 
7 “ ’ ’ us 7° ‘¥ 
Singers ar . up the 1 rket, the Middlesex 


mavistrates aions ral rty-thres lor pul ‘Ans, 


yyy « ‘ » teary 7 , . ‘ : , . ! . 
sung as at ‘ { | Piiit | ~ « ( i - ‘ Lid) ( ~ 


, , " : 
than three (the best) comic s sin Lo viz.. | , Moody, 


and Sam. Cowell, w! nthy 3 the wo f nt ti ! m 
burst their sides at “ ‘T'] Flea,’ “Sam ] , * Seven A .’ © Lord 
Lovell,” and the ne * Billy | , whose new 
verses every night cont to} , ‘J 
I dropt in to hear t () phonic | , at the St James's 
i 
Theatre, vester mot _ and) . te to wit 
such cr mpl te humbugsg Lik I ] t | ] reward, 
f. r | don’t thi ’ \ t] 
A ventlem I 1 ving hlnes, wh h goto 
the tune of “ Oh, Sus 
A notice in thie ] n 1] 
Pr Q 
Oh hk 
li 
Oh, } 


Tue Poneman Boy 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The lady who played Parthenia to Mr Phelps’s Ingomar was Miss 
Fanny Vining. ‘Lhis will decide the question at issue between “ Joe 
Muggins’s Bow-wow” and the “ Native of Edinburgh.” 

J. A.’s communication is under consider: | 

The ** Poor but Honest Writer”? may probably find a place We 
may here remark that it was originally our intention not to confine 
the Review wholly to dramatic affairs, but want of room has hitherto 
prevented, us from fully developing our pian. 
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PUEATRICAL LICENCES—QUEEN’S THEATRE, 


° ’ 7? ’ a : | 
Ir is pr snot generaily | Vv) - readers that theatres, 
a> . \ | 4 ain ea 
Ll} I nave tueir icences WIith- 
’ ) } 47 } ‘ - > 
( y il. i)\ 1] ; AF | . >i Liit I i Ll i LiityY ii which 
I Cy are s cunted, th oni ( cept 1 tO Whose Ct ntrol being 
erat ] | _ . . D « P — | | . , 
LHCATTCS-TOVAI tLneat Hie y royal patent, eumes the Sixth 
4] ell + i ra — a - 
or Scotiund, whose iberal t Of theatricais 1 Kdinbureh 
. rf ‘ ° } 
we Lic 1 oc =i mn i rl j , | » I) i . « FF i pita Li hec ‘ aurv. no aoubot 
: . - , a . 
m political 1 ves, to pass an act, three vears ati r his acces- 
s . 
P ow © ni } a > — } 
m 1 tii Orit nm tanrone, i i An Act to Restrain the 
4 mee | . ; : : . - 
Abuses of Vlavers. Other ty icts, preventing the per- 
, , 
nce OF int riud Sin l niversities, and the other in reference 


} 


to } nes and va S. § nes whom tue artistes or the 
nin vy } ided, were passed in the relen 


of George II. These were professedly for the purpose of re- 


‘ : eed 
? ’ 

< ting dramatical periormances, « elly from the fear that thev 

. a . ° —_ } . : . : 
? L ’ i ( { a ] - tit j i j A i } ti] ‘ wics munating 

m™ } 4 neath 2 oT i771? 7 AF ' 
Ose edu Wii i iCCill 5 . ee igied 2NG v kD. SO much 

} 4] . -_ . ? . > “cy | 
larmed = tli ! iy ay : In tne reion of Weorge Lil., 
hy Vi ' ‘T° cl ‘ f’i . | , | | '?) ’ ] ,«F s Tr bable 
y{ i. '* “aA re si at ‘ Lj . i sid ~ Weiiis® iit) ié nee! pro chil ie 


me Con SiOh Was. 1 ie to the eveneral demand for an exten- 


1 ot ft stage, and nact passed thi legislature empowering 
' s of the Peace to license 1 trical performances occa- 
NAuV., Ace rding t » certain r ulati ns laid down 1n the statute. 
\ still farther advance towards a liberal system was made in the 
present reign—by the act 6 and 7 of Victoria, cap. 68, (22d 
\ugust 1543), wherein all for r acts regarding theatres are 


nuiuead, and lies neces pa ed I ma more simple and acct ssible 
looting—at least such was undoubtedly the intention of the le- 
gislature. By this act theatres may be licensed by royal patent, 
UD t| Cc Li rd ¢ ham! erlain. wnose auth rity ext nds over Ct rtain 
istricts constituting the metropolis, and by the Justices of the 
Peace throuchout the rest of Great Britain. Thus simplified, 
and placed in the hands of those classes presumed to be the 
chief | itr ns of the drama. if mioht have been supposed that Aa 
vast addition would have been made to such places of rational 
amusement, especially at a time when there is so much noise 
about reclaiming the masses from habits of dissipation. But 
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as iar as possible, a reflection of their own gloomy and restricted 
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shop, the Stage has a moral, an elevating tendency; and it is to be 
recretted that theatres are not more numer us, even In such lo- 
calities as the Saltmarket of Glasgow. ‘The churches planted 
by Dr Chalmers in the West Port here, and other similar sin] 
of iniquity, for the purpose of * excavating the heathen,” might 
have been call d [ C(I lly with thre Queen's Thi atre ° and \\ 


‘ 
hold that m such loeah ies the St re will proy the best exca- 
vator of the two. If Sir James Anderson could show that the 
Theatre in Dunlop Street, or the TLheatre-Royal here, or 
theatres-roval anywhere else, are not frequented by bad men 
and bad women both, then we could have ter unders lth 
drift of his argument; but we cannot dist) ish between eri 
well-dress | itl erin In rag \ss net 5 ] vy be mad in 
theatres, or at t! d sort tres 1 cl ches. o1 
it the do 's ol ch irc] a | tL I 5s } \ by rare ,TP*. 
son for abolishing the one or t ’ qu . 
kind, men like Sir James Anderson : a ted by ien 

and prejud with o1 é c] lft t | oft ti h 
- t| » other 1) ( | ( nmi | I | | ii 
the industrious clas not frequent hh} ; as the Queen's 
Theatre. Glascow—t * ref of s “the idle and the 
wicked alone | i} r $0 if is cl r that a \ f O] has | cn 
committed by with lrawing t! licence, NI tiy the theatre 
afforded instructive entertainment to these outcasts. for four or 
five hours and th re t \ ( ld be (ULITS Lt no crime ot anv 


moment. C] » the Theatre, however, and 1 it have from 500 
to 1000 of the “* re se of society.” nightly let lo ' to fill the 
drav shops, and induige the! ' 
mischief. On Sir James's own showing, the Queen's Theatre 
oucht not only [ } h LvVe ’ ‘ ‘ a i CHSC 1. ’ | si ‘ ‘ + ‘ ‘4 AA LA 
P| | 
lic expense. 


~ ore ~ ee di. 
ECIinvurah MIU SC UCTS, 


We spent two very pleasant hours, after the performance on Tues- 
day evening, 


Messrs Rollison & Leslie, and a cup of thanks for the creat delight 


with a party of mus cal amateurs, who « rank success to 


they have afforded tl! tdinburgh folk by the engagement of that 
charming vocalist, Miss Rebecca Isaacs, nd t consequent produs 

tion of man excellent peras, By what means thev were enabled to 
bring out the “ Mountain Syiph” on Saturday « vening, we cannot 
guess; but we are assured that it was only two days in rehe: l. and 


it is vers clear that it could not have been produc | in that time, un- 
less every one concerned had gone into it with a will. What will our 
London friends think of this, who generally take three or four, nay, 
sometimes six weeks to bring outan opera? The choruses, considering 
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increased SUCCESS. Lt is an excell nt ae °c alu l is cleverly performed 


> 


From the specimen we have of Miss Fanny Bem 


iett’s acting in it, we 
only regret that she 1s not more frequently brought forward. 

A new Scottish operetta followed, written by James Ballantyne, 
Esq., called the “ Provost’s Daughter.” ‘The plot is simple in the 
extreme—being nothing more tlian tl loves and escapes of two 


students, Mr Hat h i nd Mr W ooldrid e, who ar att ched to the 
Provost’s Daughter, Miss Rebecca Isaacs, aud Margaret Fleming, Miss 
Eliza Arden. it serves, h wever, to introduce some Pieasin little 


ballads. si lected and COLDOSe A Dy Mr \lexa ler Viack nzie. and sung 
very etfectively by Miss Rebeeca Isaacs, Miss Eliza Arden, and Mr 
Haigh. The periormers ex | ther lves to the utmost towards its 
success. We must not forget to mention a very beautiful scene, 


painted by Mr B. Tannett, said, in the | . to be a view of Arthur’s 
Seat, from Duddingst Loch; but we rather think it should have been 
ealled Lochend, by the hoi on the rock and St Anthonvy’s Chapel 
being in sight. \t the conclusion, several persons in a private stage 
box were most vociferous in calling for the author. but after the noise 
had continued some time, Mr Leslie came forward and apologized for 


the absence of Mr Ballantyne, whose nerves had not been sufficiently 
strong to enable him to witness the performance. 


“ Mephistopheles” was next in order. The characters are only 
three, filled by Miss Eliza Arden, Mrs Eburne and Mr Gomersal; but 
they acted with spirit, and “ Mephistopheles”? may be called a devilish 


| 
so0d ‘el 


t t prece 

We think 1t proper to rem: here, that smong the performers who 
sung the chorus behind the scenes, there was one who, instead of sing- 
ing the author’s words, substituted“ Da dada.” It was verv offensive 
to the ear, as it would be heard above the other parts, We quietly 
inform him that his voice Was recognise d, and the next time he does it 
his name will be giv 

“The Loan of a Lover” concluded the evening: but it has so often 
been noticed that w shall content ourselves b Savine that Miss Isaacs 
looked, plaved, and san Gertrude to periec Nn. She introduced a 
song by Signor I’. Schira, called * I’m but a lowly maiden.” which was 
much applauded. Mr Gomersal was perfectly at home in Peter Spyk 
Mrs Eburne plaved ¢he part of £7 e with much archness; and Mr 
Villiers, with Mr Fisher, and Mr Watkins, although having little to 
do, did that little well. 

The performances on Thursday and Friday were mer ly repetitions 
already noticed, therefore we | ladly avail ourselves of the opportunity 
afforded us of remarking that the benefit and last night of Miss Rebecea 
Isaacs’ appearance, 1s fixed for to-morrow (Satm lav.) An excellent 
bill of fare 1s provid d, ‘ nad we do not know a young lady more de- 
serving ol patronage. ~"ne 18 al ay ; ye riect mn hh r part; never dis- 
appoints tl e audienct by such excuses as “ sudden cold”’ "* SO ¢ rtremely 


unwell ’’—“ forbid by medical attendant,” and such like frivolous, and in 


many cases, false assertions of public singers; moreover, she bears an 
unblemished private character. These are claims which itis the duty 
of the Edinburgh public to show their appreciation of by a crowded 
house. We understand she | 


to appear ata concert in Brechin on 
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is efiective en Uvil aS a SD ‘ ul i } \ is lili ect, and § ne- 
what point : it atlon | ' wwever, for 1 never-tiring 
humour of Mr Webb.as J ‘ , eturned convict. and tor the 
very pleasing actu fo \liss a . sha , ill which el iracter sne 
sang “ The Moorish Maiden” with much feeling. “ My Young Wite 


and my Old Umbrella G ry Grizzle, by a gentleman of Edin- 
burgh—proved a trashy affair. Miiss A. Sutherland, an amateur 
vocalist, was encored in “ Bonnie Prince Charlie,” and so were the 
dances of Mr M‘Pherson and Mr Liutton, also amateur performers. 
The dancing of Miss Marian Butler and Monsieur St Ody, is always of 
the very nrst ord ie ihe entertainments were i r the penefit of Mr 
E. D. Lyons, and a well-filled house testified in what estimation he is 
held by the public as an actor. 

“Ella Rosenberg” and “The Rag Picker” were peformed on 
Wednesday night for the first tim this season, and received with 
great enthusiasm. 

We observe by the usual announcements, that the season at the 
Adelphi closes on Monday evening, the performances being for the 
benefit of Mr and Mrs Wyndham. ‘The pieces selected are, “ Henry 
LV.” — Falstaff, by Mr Webb; Hotspur, by Mr Powrie; Henry IV., by 
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respect d lessee, 1 trust I shall have prucence sufficient to take a 


i 
lesson from his school, upright conduct and indomitable industry 
Again, thanking you for this brilliant housewarming, and with cheer- 
ful confidence in the future, | most respectfully and gratefully take 
my leave.’ (Mr Glover was repeatedly cheered in the course of his 
address, and retired amid lo ” 

Qn Thursday night **! ’s Sacrifice.” with “ John Dobbs,” fur- 
nished the entertal nts. ‘The pit, stalls, and gallery were again 
quit file l. witha ¢ nkKiInes Mm t DOXeS, Mr Daven- 
port was exc nt ; lat A Chi | was evidently 
not equa! to the part of Wargaret. In truth, the only weakness in Mr 
Glover’s otherwise excellent corps, is the absence of a good leading 
female actress inthe serious walk of the drama. Last night the theatre 
was occupied by Grisi, Mario, Lablache, and Mdlle. Bertrand) in a 
rrand concert. There was an imm attendance, and, of course, 
the entertainment went off with creat eclat. 


} 

On Saturday “ Othello” was performed to a well-filled house. Mr 
Davenport’s Othello rave the hi rhest satisfaction. One of the local 
prints characterises it as “ a perfect study—the effect and power with 
which many of the passages were rendered, being only rivalled by 
their elocutionary taste and feeling.” 

On Monday and Tuesday evenings, “ Noble Heart”? and “ Black- 
Eye d Susan ” wer perion med to good houses. Lk yd's reception, on 
the former evening, was most enthusiastic. 

As “ the preachings”’ intervene, the theatre will be closed till Tues- 
day next, after which “ The Betting Boy’s Career,” and “ Masaniello” 
are to be produced in grand style. During * the preachings,’ part of 
the company perform iat Paisley. 

Grisi and Mario’s concert at the Royal, on Friday night, was a per- 
fect crush of beauty and aristocracy. The stage was covered with the 
people, and the neighbourhood of the theatre was crowded with car- 
riages. 

THEATRE ROYAL, BIRMINGHAM 
(From a Correspondent. 

Mr Simpson, our respect 1 less e, is pursull 7, a most energetic and 
enterprising career at our time-honoured theatre, and great houses are 
the result of his liberality. Various novelties have been produced in 
succession. Mr James Bennett, the talented tragedian, made his first 
bow here this season, in “ Hamlet,”’ with great success, and increased 
popularity. “ Romeo and Juliet,” “ Evadne,”’ and “ jhe Corsican 
Brothers,” have been represented in succession. Mr Cowle is to make 
his appearance shortly, I hear, in “ Jack She ppard.” Mr Hall, the 
indefatigable stage-manager, displays great tact and undoubted taste 
in the various productions. The absence of Mrs Ternan is a great 
loss to the otherwise clever and talented company. 
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